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April 2025 

Welcome to this issue of “In the Know”.  
 

As you will see from this addition there has been so much to celebrate at Bournville this half term.  

This has all occurred around the hard work and dedication of the students to their studies, none less 

than the year 6 and 11 students who are now rounding the corner towards the final leg of their SATs 

and GCSE exams respectively. The year 11 students will continue their revision with the support of the 

Easter revision sessions the week commencing the 14th of April 2025.  

A special shout out to the girl’s netball teams who arrive early in the mornings before school and 

stay after school practicing as they get ready to compete with our local schools. It was a joy to go 

and watch them play against Bartley Green girls on Tuesday 8th April where they played against 

very strong teams, but our girls held their own! Well done to them.  

On Wednesday 9th of April, we were honoured to have our local MP Alistair Carns and Hannah 

Robbins the CEO of Aquarius come into school to open our new community hub room as well as 

judge some posters on vaping. They were blown away by our students and their work, it was a very 

proud moment for us all to showcase the talents of your children to such esteemed guests.  

As you will see there is so much more to read so I will leave you to enjoy reading about all the things 

that have happened over this busy half term. 

Please do enjoy the break and we look forward to welcoming your children back on 28th April as we 

begin the summer term a season of exams and assessments and preparation for next year.   

Best wishes,   

M Rooney (Principal) 
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Enrich Community Hub Opens! 
 

 
Our new Enrich Community Hub was 

officially opened yesterday by local 

Labour MP Alistair Carns and FMAT 

CEO, Simon Jones.  The new resource 

will be used for a wealth of activities, 

workshops and school events.  We look forward to welcoming in all stakeholders from Associates 

and parents to local organisations as we continue to forge strong links with the local community 

and provide services of benefit to all.  Look out for a programme of future events. 

 

Aquarius Competition 

 
After a special assembly on the dangers of vaping, students were invited to participate in a poster 

competition to demonstrate what they learned.  Miss Walton was inundated with lots of incredible 

entries. Finalists presented to a panel of special invited guests such as Hannah Robbins, CEO of 

Aquarius.  Students were able to present their designs, making the judging process impossible!  

 

Congratulations to all the students that took part but especially Shakur who was eventually 

selected as the winner! 
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Eco School 

 

 

Green Thumbs Up! Students Cultivate Change with New Garden and Pond 
 

A dedicated group of students has been busy transforming a patch of our school grounds into a 

vibrant haven for nature. Their hard work has resulted in the creation of a beautiful garden and a 

thriving pond, both brimming with colourful wildflowers. This exciting initiative aims to enhance our 

school environment, deepen our understanding of food webs, and add a splash of natural 

beauty to our building. 

The project, spearheaded by the students who attend our enhanced learning pathway. From 

planning the layout and digging the pond to carefully selecting and planting a variety of 

wildflowers, their commitment has been truly inspiring. 

The new garden and pond aren't just aesthetically pleasing. They serve as a living classroom, 

offering a fantastic opportunity to learn about the intricate relationships within a food web. 

Students will be able to observe pollinators like bees and butterflies 

attracted to the wildflowers, and potentially even spot small pond 

creatures taking up residence in their new aquatic home. This 

hands-on experience will bring science lessons to life and foster a 

greater appreciation for biodiversity. 

The project has already made a noticeable difference to the look 

and feel of the school grounds, adding a touch of natural charm. 

The vibrant colours of the wildflowers and the tranquil presence of 

the pond offer a welcome contrast to the brickwork. 

This fantastic initiative is a testament to the students' passion for the 

environment and their willingness to take action. The garden and 

pond will undoubtedly be a valuable asset to our school for years 

to come, providing a space for learning, observation, and simply 

enjoying the beauty of nature. Well done to all the students 

involved!  

 

P. Beaufoy 

 

A group of volunteer Eco Warriors in KS3 are 

passionate about improving the environment.  

They have already started a weekly rota of litter 

picking to improve the school environment and 

took part in the ‘Great Big School Clearn’.  

However, this wonderful bunch are ambitious 

and have now started to work towards the Eco 

Schools Award.  To start with this group are 

completing an audit to assess the school’s Eco 

credentials from recycling to energy usage, they 

are investigating it all ready to put an action plan 

together.  Fantastic work! 
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Citizenship Award 
 

We have a wealth of students volunteering 

their time and effort to the school community 

in a variety of ways.  To reward these 

responsible students, we give them the 

opportunity to earn the Citizenship Award.  If 

they can evidence five occasions where they 

have helped the school or community, they 

earn a unique pin badge.  It’s great to see so 

many gaining this award, we see many of 

them wearing these with pride! 

GCSE Exam season begins 

 
Over the past half term Y11 students have continued to 

work hard in preparation for GCSE examinations which for 

most begin early in May.  March mock examinations 

provided excellent preparation for students as they now 

know exactly what to expect from the actual 

examination period and how to focus their revision.  

Results are promising, giving students some confidence.  

However, we remind students there is still work to do. 

Period 6 sessions continue, and many students are signed 

up for Easter revision sessions.  We wish our Y11 students 

the very best of luck! 

F2D ITC Enterprise Workshop 

 
Bringing Business Studies to life, Y10 

students have had a unique opportunity 

to work with entrepreneurs F2D ITC.  

Students are creating and designing their 

own sportswear using business theory 

and a range of employability skills along 

the way.  Students are thoroughly 

enjoying themselves and will end up with 

their clothing being manufactured at the 

end of the process!  Great work from 

students! 
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Creative Arts Workshop 

 
On Thursday 3rd April Key Stage 3 students took part in a workshop delivered by Poet Bradley 

Taylor and staff from The Barber Institute of Fine Arts. Students were told about the history of the 

gallery and were treated to hearing Bradley Taylor read some of his poetry live. Students were 

then set the challenge of creating a written self-portrait which then formed part of a class 

collaborative poem. Students then shared their best lines with Bradley which was typed up and 

read to the class. There was a real buzz in the classroom during the morning and students enjoyed 

the time discussing their ideas.  

The poem is a work in progress and can be heard on our @bournville_school_art Instagram. 

 

We look forward to our workshops next term delivered by Michael D. Kennedy and Carli Lloyd in 

collaboration with The Barber Institute of Fine Arts. 

 
L. Walton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speak Out Challenge Assembly Final 

 
On the 9th of April we held our assembly final for the Speak 

Out challenge. 30 Year 10 pupils completed the speak out 

workshop earlier in the year, and four pupils were entered 

as finalists. Our finalists were Immy who spoke about the 

education system, Carolina who spoke about fashion and 

beauty standards, Zoha who spoke about the Summer 

and its benefits, and Kimberly who spoke about attitudes 

towards poverty. Our audience of Year 8 pupils were very 

impressed with the speeches and highlighted lots of 

effective skills that they will put into practice next term. 

After much deliberation and a very closely judged 

competition, it was announced that Immy will be entered 

into the regional final on the 4th of June at George Cadbury Hall. We would like to congratulate all 

of our speakers who will have gained invaluable experience that will help them towards their 

speaking and listening component of the GCSE English Language course.  

K. Walpole 
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Sparx Maths 

C. Roberts 

 

 

Attendance 

 
At Bournville, excellent attendance Is one of our top 

priorities.  We encourage all pupils to take full 

advantage of every teaching and learning 

opportunity available to them, and for that to 

happen it is important they are attending school 

daily and that they are punctual.   

 

To find out more about our attendance and 

punctuality work, please read our ‘Attendance 

Matters’ booklet which can be found on our school 

website OR click the link below: 

 

Attendance-Matters-Booklet-24-25-PDF-003.pdf 

 

 
As we come to the end of this half term, in our 

celebration assemblies we are recognising those 

students who have excellent attendance.  Our 95% 

and 100% attendance winners each receive a 

certificate and enjoy a range of rewards from ice-

lollies to vouchers.  Congratulations to Year 8 student 

Jamie, our latest iPad winner, an outstanding student 

who has excellent attendance!   

R. Mullings 

 

We’re incredibly proud of the way students 

are using Sparx maths this year to support their 

learning in school.  Congratulations to those 

students who have put in the hours and are 

currently top of the leaderboard! 

 

Year 7 - Elijah Kidane 

Year 8 - Asmaa Abiodum 

Year 9 - Shanice Mahichani 

Year 10 - Sina Gebrehiwet 

Year 11 - Anusha Das 

https://www.bournvilleschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Attendance-Matters-Booklet-24-25-PDF-003.pdf
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Netball Club 
 

The Netball Club has experienced a fantastic surge in popularity this season, now with 45 active 

members. To accommodate the growing interest, training sessions were expanded across three 

days each week. Key Stage 3 players trained on Mondays; Key Stage 4 sessions took place on 

Tuesdays. On Wednesdays, we held an in-house tournament to prepare for upcoming fixtures, 

adding an exciting competitive edge to our training.  

 
 

This season’s training sessions have been focused and purposeful, preparing the team for fixtures 

against other schools. Although we didn’t come away with any wins, the progress made has been 

truly inspiring. We’re excited to work towards joining a netball league next season. 

 

   
 

 

The netball season has now come to an end and will return in September. As we wrap up, we’re 

also saying goodbye to our incredible Year 10 leaders. We’d like to extend a heartfelt thank you 

for their unwavering support throughout the season. They’ve been exceptional role models and 

will be truly missed. 

D. Mpofu 
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Need to speak to the SEND Team?  

  

We just want to remind you about the ‘new’ SENDCo Drop-in sessions. 

The next drop-in session will be Wednesday 21st May 8:30 and 11:00am 

During these times The SENDCO – Mr Archbold will be available to discuss 

any concerns you have regarding your child and SEND during these 

times. If you would like to see Mr Archbold, please arrange a time with 

Miss Kesziova our SEND Administrator (d.kesziova@bournville.fmat.co.uk).  

 

 

 

 

 

The rest of the drop-in sessions are below for your reference:  

 

Wednesday 21st May between 8:30 and 11am 

Wednesday 18th June between 1:30 and 3pm 

 

We appreciate that sometimes things happen, and you need to contact the SEND Department 

outside of these times.  If you need to contact the SEND department, please use the following 

means: 

 

 

bv-sendco@bournville.fmat.co.uk  

  

 

 

The SEND department will aim to return on enquiries in 48 hours.  

SEND Parents Forum  

Are you a parent or carer of a child with special educational 

needs or disabilities at Bournville School? We want YOU to be 

part of shaping how SEND support is delivered! 

Our SEND Parents’ Forum is a space for you to share your 

experiences, contribute ideas, and work in partnership with the 

school to co-produce policies and improve provision. Your 

voice matters, and together, we can create the best possible 

support for our children. 

Join us and help make a difference!  

 

If you are interested in joining our SEND Parents Forum please 

contact Miss Kesziova our SEND Administrator 

(d.kesziova@bournville.fmat.co.uk).  

 

I just wanted to bring to parents and carers attention the range of support and activities that are 

available for families with SEND students. There is lots available in the local area and across the 

city. S.E.N.D Socials Birmingham are a great source of information.  

 
Reception: 0121 475 3881 

mailto:d.kesziova@bournville.fmat.co.uk
mailto:bv-sendco@bournville.fmat.co.uk
mailto:d.kesziova@bournville.fmat.co.uk
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Key Dates: 

We have a number of key dates already in the diary for next half term, please 

see below: 
Key Events/Dates: 

Friday 11th April Break up for Easter 

Monday 28th April Summer term starts at normal time of 08.30am 

Wednesday 30th April St Johns Ambulance First Responders Session – Y10 HB 

Monday 5th May May day closure 

Thursday 8th May Y11 written exam starts 

Monday 12th May  Barclays life skills – day 1 

Monday 19th May Barclays life skills – day 2 

Thursday 22nd May Bournville Twilight – Fintan O’Regan 

Friday 23rd May Culture Day 

Friday 23rd May Break up for half term 

Monday 2nd June  Back to school at normal time of 08.30am 

 

Communication 

 

We are regularly posting on social media, celebrating school 

achievements and keeping you aware of what is happening in school.  

Please follow us on X (formerly Twitter) and Instagram @BournvilleSch 

Our website is also a useful source of information: Bournville School – Part 

of Fairfax Multi-Academy Trust.  

 
We are starting a Parent, Teacher and Friends Association and invite all parents to join 

us in arranging events and fundraising initiatives for the benefit of the school.  If you 

are interested in finding out more or joining this group, please e-mail 

h.poole@bournville.fmat.co.uk  All welcome! 

https://www.bournvilleschool.org/
https://www.bournvilleschool.org/
mailto:h.poole@bournville.fmat.co.uk

